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CHAP. I. 

Of the Name of the Town. 

THE name of this place is in Domefday- 
book,* the earlieft authority in which 
it occurs, written both Aherfune ^Xid. Alreton ^ 
Simeon Dunelmenjisy who flouriftied about 
the year 1120, calls it Ahertona-, and Peter 
dc Langetoft, or his tranflator, Aherton ; as 
it ftands in all our other ancient hiftories and 
records tliat mention it. This gave Mr, Gale 
reafon to believe that it took its name from 

* An authentic and pirticular furvey of all England, except 
the four Northern Counties, made by order of the Conqueror, 
between the 14th and 20th years of his reign, and now remain- 
ing in the Exchequer: Copies :;vhereof have been lately printed 
li^ authority of Farliameotf *^ 

J5 



6 THE HISTORY OF 

the great King Alfred, and was originally cal- 

led Jluredtune, which was afterwards foftened 

into Alvertun^ znd AllertGti*, However, as the 

,abundance of AUertons in this County, befide 

that of which we are now treating, being at 

kaft feven,§ renders it impoffible to conceive 

that they .were all fdunded and named after 

this monarch, it muft appear much more 

reafonable to fuppofe that the name is a 

mere incident to the fituation of each place, 

or owing to fome other circumftance common 

to all. . And this feems likely enough to be 

that the particular fpot or adjacent country. 

has formerly abounded in AUlers ;. a tree of 

which one fpecies is faid to affect a dry and 

elevated fituation, and the other is a ''mofl: 

* An hi (loricaf account of ihe Borough of Northallerton, 
written in the year 1739, by Roger Gale Efq ; printed in Ni- 
chols's Bibliotheca TopographicaBiirannica,No, 2. Part 2. 1781. 
;§ Thefe are Alierton Bywater, Alleiton Giedhow, Aller- 
ton Grange, Allertoi. Maleverer, Alierton with Wilfden, Cha-" 
pel Alierton, and Moor AUcrtcn. We alfo find an Alleiilon and 
three Ailerthorpes. There is Ukewifc an Alierton in Lancafhirc, 
Shropfliire, in Summerfetfliire, in Northamptonfhire and per- 
haps in other parts. Many of thefe places were probably fo call- 
ed in Alfre<rs own time. We even find him keeping his court 
at Aller in Summerfetfliire, where Gutlirum the Danifli King 
caoie to hiiDy aud was baptized, &c« 

Caite« i. 300. 
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faithful lover of watery and boggy places } 
Craflique paludibus alni."* The latter fort is , 
now called, in Yorkfliire, 'Ellen ; hence Eller* 
beck^2L hamlet on Codbeck, about four miles 
caft of Northallerton ; hence alfo the Eller* 
burnsy Ellerbysy EllerhrSy and Ellertonsy in dif- 
ferent parts of the County; nothing, as Mr 
Thorefby obfcrves, being more familiar in for- 
mer ages than for towns and territories to re- 
ceive names from the fort of wood with which, 
they abounded] an obfervation which might 
be fupportedby almoft innumerable inftances. 
Lambarde gives us the name in Saxon Cha- 
ra6lers Ealferton^ as Camden about the fame 
time, and Skinner after him gave it Ealfer- 
tun : Though it is very much to be regretted 
that neither the one nor the other of thefe wri- 

* Thorefby's Ducatus Leodienfis, p. 124, It is not, how- 
cver,meant to fubfcribe to the propriety of this writer's change of 
ton to (foKy as ilgnitying the AUerhiUs : the former of thefe ter^ 
minations being iinqueilionably our prefent/jw«; a diftindion 
which the Saxons appear to have adopted. with regard tofuch 
villages as either they had themfelvcs eredted,* or, at leaft, were 
not in fonie manner fortified. Places left by the Romans or 
Britons, or defended by walls and ditches they generally if not 
unifoimly called caifter^ horcughi or hurj^ from the latin callra, 
or their owa word i^rigtan to dig, whence our hury to inter. 
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terS' has made us acquainted with his authoi*^ 
itjy which cannot be the Saxon chronicle, as 
the name does not once occur in it. The 
diftinftion of Norib, which^ it had obtained 
at leaft five hundred years ago, is chiefly if not 
wholly owing to AUerton Maleverer^ about 
25 miles South, near the London road, be- 
tween Boroughbridge and Wetherby 5 former- 
ly the eftate of an ancient family of that 
name, which refided here for feveral gcncr* 
ations^ but has been long extindt.^ 



CHAP. 11. 

Of its jhiuquify end Ancient State ^ 

IT is the obfervation of a very judicious and 
learned antiquary that if the origins of the 
more learned nations, Greeks and Romans, 
be uncertain, much more are thofe of the 
weftern parts : and if national antiquities be 

* Gale's hiftorical account. It was fomctimc in pofleffion of 
^Ihe Aruudels, and having come by defccnt to the prcfcnt Lord 
Gallway, was by him fold to the Duke of York^ of wbom it hm 
been fiace purcba&d by Colonel Thornton, 
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cbfcure, parochial for fare zrc more uncer- 
certain. All, therefore, he fays, that can be 
aflerted with fafcty is, that, while the govern- 
ment of the Britons or Romans continued), 
thefe parts, meaning Yorkfhire, Lancafhire, 
and Weftmoreland, were inhabited by the 
Brigantes, a people flout and numerous.* Ca- 
malodunum, a city of thck Brigantesj being 
mentioned by Antoninus, Ptolomy, Pliny, and 
Tacitus, Sir Thomas Savile, in a letter to 
Camden, conjedures it to be Northallerton, 
and adds, that the Bifhop of Durham had a 
charter, in which ^^P atria de Camuloduno^ con* 
tinem Hi. leucas in latitudine^ atqui xv* in longi- 
tudinCy ab Ed^vino Nortbanbutribrorum rege epif^ 
copis Dunelmenfibus concedituri' and that the 
fee of Durham under this very charter et^oy-^ 
cd the territory of Northallerton at that day.§ 
. Mr. Gale pronounces this place ib very aii* 
cient that its origin is totally unknown* It 
appears clearly, he fays, to have been a Saxoa 
Borough^ and, like many others, to have 

• Thorefby's Ducaituf LeocBoafiSt f ^fMiOi IHfonifli 

Epiflolse, &c« 1691. p, 9, ^ .^^ 



lO . THE HISTORY OF 

rilen out of the afhes of feme old Roman 
ftation> whofe name wc have loft ; which he 
thinks the adjacent hamlet of Romanby 
CRomanorum babitatio) fufficienlly denotes. 
And this is confirmed, he fays, by the high 
and ancient mounds or intrenchments in the 
vicinity of the town, thought by the judici- 
ous to have been Roman works, and by the 
veftiges of the military way, leading froni 
Dervenfioy or Aldby, by Eafingwould, Thirfk, 
and Romanby, to Catterick, where it joins the 
great Erming-ftrcet.* Without meaning to 
controvert the evidence or authenticity of thefe . 
unqueftionablf ancient remains, it may be 
reafonably doubted whether the name of Ro- 
manby is owing either to the Roman works in 
its neighbourhood, to the Roman way which 
runs through it, or, in fhort, to any other 
connexion with the Romans. Had this been 
the cafe, we may readily fuppofe thatfimilar 
circumftances would have given the fame 
name to other places ; fo that every town 

'" *^^^gHfrumH!qiiom de Richmond, ap. p. 337, Hiftorical 
Atcoiint, &c. "^ 
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fituated near a Roman encampment, or upon 
a Roman road, would, in confequence, have 
been called Ronianby. . But this is fo far from 
being thefaft, that there does not appear to be 
any other village of .the fame name through- 
out the kingdom. In Domefday-book it is 
called Romundebiy a name it moft pr9bably 
derives from its Saxon founder, or proprietor. 
It has already been obferved that Domefday- 
book is the oldeft authority in which any 
mention of this place occurs ; but Simion of 
Durham, who lived in the following century, 
in a paffage which there will be ellewhere oc- 
calion to quote, fpeaks of it in the third year 
of William the Conqueror, or 1069; and 
Peter Langetoft, who wrote a chronicle in 
French verfe, in the time of King Edward 
the I ft or 2d, and which was tranflated and 
improved in the latter of thofe reigns, by 
Robert of Brunne, exprefly mentions it in 
his account of King Elfrid, Anno 865. 

Tille Elfride oure kyng com tithbges ftarke, 
That fyue kynges, and fyuc crlts ver comcn of Denmaricc^ 
That wild on him renne, and reve him the coroune^ 
With alle tbergrete folk^ thei lay in AlusrtouM. 
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It appears from Domefday-book that in 
Ahertune^ as it is there called, were at that 
time (i. e. in the year ic8o) 44 carocates of 
land,* taxed or rated (ad geldum), of which 
30 might be plowed ; that Edwin Earl 
[of Mercia] held it for one manor in the 
time of King Edward the Confeffor, and had 
66 villains, or bondmen, with 35 ploughs : 
That there belonged to this manor 11 bere- 
wites or villages : Bretteh\ Smitetune^ Sourebi^ 
Smitune^ Kirby^ Corketune^ Landemoty Bergebi^ 
Grijtorentun^ Romundebij J(iJorbe^ : That at 
the time of making the fuivey it was in the 
King's, hands and wafte : But in the Confef- 
for's time it was worth fourfcore pounds : 
That here was a meadow of 40 acres, a wood 
and plain of 5 leagues in length, and the 
fame in breadth : That to this manor belong- 

* A caracute was fo miicb land as Sufficed for a finglc plough, 
or which could be conveniently tilled by one plough in the fpace 
of a year ; whence is was alfo cnlled coloii'a, colonics, or a 
plough-land. The quantity differed in different places, as the 
quantity of foil required more or lefs labour, 

i Now Birlcby, Great- Smeaton, Sowerby, Litile-Smeaton, 
Kirby-Wiflc, (Corktune is unknown) Langmoutb| SurrOMrby, 
Tbomton-le-moor, Romaabyi aad Yofforttu 



cd a fokcj or liberty bf the following lands 
or places : Neubufe^ Wejlhufe^ MannebU 
Werlege/bi^ Eifldrebiy Jafordiy Leifenebi^ Dig-- 
ne/hakj Runtune^ Irebiy Her elf ate ^ Sigbeflurt, 
Colebiy Thimbkbfy Licbe, Cbennietott^ Ra'Detif- 
torpi ^orenturiy Crdxebi\ OttrinBun^ Romuh" 
debt, Briftton^ Cbeluintutiy Keneuetun*. The 
town, before the conqueft, fcenis to have been 
held by Siwardf earl of Northumberland, witk 
the' (hire belonging to it, arid was, in all 
probability, deftroyed when the Conqueror, 
tnraged by the rebellion againft him in thef* 
part^, faid wafl:e all the cciuritry betweeh 
York and Durham, ia the third year of his 
reign, which may account for the expreffioti 
in the furvey, modo^ nvajlum eft^. By an in- 
(juifition taken at Northakertoriy inthefeventh 
year of the reign of king Edward III, be- 

* At prefent ,NeWhoufe, Wcfthoufe, Maunby, Warlabjr, 
Ainderby-Stecple, Yafforth, Lailenby, liinfd'ale, Rountort, 
jGidby, Harlfey, Sigfton,. Cowlby, Thimbleby, Leke, Wintort, 
Raveufthorp, Thornton, Crolby, Otteringtoii, Romanby, Bromp- 
foil, Kilvihgtoh, and Knayton; 

§ Hiftorical Account, &c. Mn Gale conjeftures that it 
tiiigKt hare been deftroyfed by Bedmredus, or Eamred\is, who 
%u^t dbvm Catterick, but S miles diftant, in the year 769. 
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fore Ralph deNevill, cujos of tht biflioprick 
of Durham^ then vacant, and in the king's 
hands, it is found that the men of this town 
were free and of free condition , liiferi et 
libera ccnditiGnis 5 and had and held the fame 
town with the tofts and crofts* therein ; and 
alfo the market and fair thereof, with all the 
profits thence arifing, of the bifhop of Dur- 
ham in fee, at the rent of 40 marks of filver, 
without other cuftoms and fervices. It is 
alfo found that in all the pleas of lands or 
tenements within the fame town, the men 
thereof were to compofe the jury : And that 
if any one of the town were impleaded in the 
free court of the lord bifhop at Ncrtkalver- 
ton, the two pra^pcfitiy or revesy of the fame 
town, or one of them, with his bailiff there, 
fhould come to court, and affign to the par- 
ties the third day of plea in the Toll-booth 
(theoicnio). It is likewife found that. An- 
thony bifhop of Durham, deceafed, and the 
late and prefent king, had taken 20I. of the 

* A toft fignifies the place where a houfe formerly ilood, and 
even fometimes where it flill continues to fia^d. A crojl is a lic^ 
tie garth W clofe adjoiaing to a toft. 
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townfmen by extortion, and againft their ' 
will. It further appears from this inquifi- 
tion, that the bifhop had plea of haymfoken^ 
blodewite, and replevin, with the anaends of 
the affize of bread and ale broken, of butchers 
and foreftallers* : Liberties which he ftill 
preferves in the name of Court-Leet and 
Court-Baron, held twice a year, after Eafter 
and Michaelmafs ; the latter of thefe courts 
having a great number of copyholders upon 
it, who pay a moderate fine on ahenation§. 
But neither the above rent of 40 marks, nor 
any other, is now paid to him by the town- 



C HAP. HI. 

Of its Situation and Prefent State. 

THIS town of Allerton is fituated in a 
part of the North-riding of the county of 
York, to which it has for ages given the name 

* Regifi. honor, de Richmond, ap: No. 1 24. Plea of hayw 
fnken and hlodexyite is judicial cognizance of forcllU entry and 
hhodjhed. H^ite is a mul6lor penalty. 

§ Gale's Hiibrical Account, &c 
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of a (hire ; and is ^2 miles north of York, and 
34 fouth of Durham. It confifts of one wide 
ftreet, above half a mile in length, though not 
every where of equal breadth. It is well paved 
from fide to fide^ and fevcral good houfes hav- 
ing been lately erefled in it, has becorne 
much more beautiful and commodious than 
formerly. At about a third of its length from 
the fouth end ftands the Toll-booth, an old 
ugly building, where the feffions of the peace 
fojr the north-riding were till lately held. A 
little further f|ands the Market-crofs, erefted 
upon four affents of ftone, the fame as itfelf ; 
and then, ftill more northward, are the Sham- 
bles; all belonging to the bifliop of Dur- 
ham, who leafes them out, with the tolls, at a 
rcferved rent of 81. befides a fine on renewal. 
Their annual value is about 80I. The town 
was never incorporated, neither is there any 
particular manufaftgry carried on therein** 

"* It appears . to have formerly enjoyed a diftinguifhed iiep\|. 
tation for the particular manufa6lure,if we may be allowed the ex^ 
prt ffion, oi Strong Ale^ which we are forry to find at prefent, not 
only here, but almoft every where elfc, veiy much upon the 
decline. Obferve, on this topic, Mr. Giles Morrington of thb 
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. From its fituation on the great north road 
it has ajvvays been a confiderable thorough 
fair, and contains feveral good inns for the. 
accommodation of travellers. The Regifter- . 
office for the North-riding, built in the year 
1 736, fl-and$ on the eaft fide of the town 1 
apd about 60 yards eaft of it, is a magnificent 
building, erefted within thefe few years for a 
Seflion-houfe, Houfe of Corre6lion, &c. 

On the eaft row, oppofite the Church, is 
an old tenement called the Porcb-bcufe^ where 
it is faid king Chailes the ift. lodged in 
one of his progrefles to the north. A fmall. 
brook, running from eaft to weft, called Sun- 
beck, crofTes the ftreet about the middle of 
the town, over which are two ftone bridges for 
foot paflengers and horfes. This "very litle 
bck'* is noticed by Leland ; who adds that "a 
litle by north' without Alverton toun, is a 
bridg of one arch of ftone, through the 

place, ia hit «* Praife of YorWhire Ale,** fnrk^ 1697. izm^f 
•* Northallerton, in Torifiire^ does ixcril 
•* Jli England, nay^ all Europe for Strang Alk.** 
And the perfon, it fcems, moll celebrated at that time for 
Snaking thig^humnaingilufl;** a$ he dtfewhcrc callt it^WM 
Mri. Bradley. - t 
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which commith a bigger broke thcri Sunnc* 

bek, and rifing partly out of cofn- 

miih toward the weft, and paffith through 
the meadows, betwixt the Caftellc Hilles 
and the bifhopes Palace, and thereabout 
receyvith Sunnebek, and within half a mile 
lower goith into Wifk." The name of this 
* •bigger broke*'' is Willow - beck*. The bridge 
is ftill in being, though not identically the 
fame which Leland faw. The town has ho 
armorial enfign. 

CHAP. IV. 

Of the Caflle and Epifcopal Palace. 

THE Caftle was built near the town on 
the weft fide, by Geoffrey, furnamed 
Rufus^ biftiop of Durham, in the time of 

* KifrtifoIlertoMf by whom her honour J is increased, 
Whofe liberties include a country at the leaft, 
To grace the wandering Wiikc, then well upon her way. 
Which, by her countenance, thinks to carry all away ; 
Then having her received ,^ Swale bonny Codbeck brings^ 
And Wilkw-heck with her two pretty revellings. 

Drayton's Polyolbion^ 
t The North-Riding. 
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king Henry the ift, but much nearer to it 
than ,the old Roman caftrum*. Wil- 
liam Cummin, chancellor of Scotland, who, 
on the death of blfliop . G:ofFrey in 1140, 
during the troubles between king Stephen 
and the emprefs Maud> had ufurped the 
fee which he had detained by force, for 
three years, and is Vy feme faid to have him- 
felf built this Caftle, which he gave to his 
pephew William, whom he had married to a . 
daughter of the earl of Albemarle* Upon 
the eleflion o^ SanSiaBarbaray dean of York, 
in 1143, this Cummin, who w;:s then in 
London, haftened to Durham, and after com- 
mitting the moft abandoned and horrid 
cruelties, at laft, through the mediation of 
the archbifhop of York, confented to a peace 
with the bifliop, upon the following terms : 
That Richard, another nephew of Cummin» 
(hould enjoy the caftle and lordfhip of 
Allerton, to be held of the blfliop, into 
whofe hands all othef poffellions of the fee 

* Gale's Hiilorical Account* . 
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were to be refigned*. It fcems that Cummin 
took an early occafion to violate this agree- 
ment, and began the war afrefli ; but whether 
Cro& not meeting with his ufual fuccefs, being 
now broken with age and infirmities j from 
the king's authority being better eftablifh- 
ed ; from the death of his nephew William, 
which happened about this time§, or, from 
whatever other caufe, he foon aifter made fub- 
miffion to the bifhop, and threw himfelf na- 
ked at hi^ feet, profeffiVig repentance of hi^ 
evil deeds, promifirig reftitution to every one 
h^ had injured, and left the bifliop' to enjoy 
the fee in 1 144 J'. Hugh Pudfey, biihop of 
Durham, either new built or fortified this 
cafflein 1 173 or 4 i and delivered it into the 
cuftody of his nephew Hugh, count of 
Bar, whom he had fent foi* from Flandigrs^ 
But king' Henry 11. made him^ demolifh it a- 
gain/m lefs than four years afterwards, not- 
withftandiug the great llim he offered to 

* Sim. Dunelm. Hift. Cont. Jo. Hagulft. Gale's Hiftorical 
Account. - » 

§ He died raving mad, at Kirfc^Wrerrihgtotf, as he was making 
St. John*s Church there a place of gnard for his foldicrs. 

X Sim. Dunelm. Hift. Cent. Jo. Hagulfi. 
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redeem it*. It was never rebuilt, and though 
the **diches and the dungeon hille wher it 
fumtyme ftoode" were apparent in Leland's 
time, there was not even then a veftige of 
the walls remaining. This author, however, 
fays that one Gojjelyn Darvel, a partifan, as it 
feems, of Thomas earl of Lancafter, and who 
was finally executed for robbery, fortified the 
manor of AUerton, in the time of Edward 
II§. But it is not clear whether by the word 
manory we are to underftand the caftle, or 

* Gale*s Hiftorical Account. Several hiftorianft fay that ho 
actually gave the king looo marks, **/n? amore/uo hahendoet ut 
cafteUafuaJlarenU*^ Bcnedidl. Abbas. Brompton, ap. x Script* 
Lambarde indeed fays, that this bilhop Hugh- "among many 
things that he compafled at Richard the firft*s handes, what tyme 
he made his expedition toward Jerufalem, obtayned that this 
caftle might ftand, notwithftandinge that, order was taken 
for the pullinge dawnc of al other which had bene lately 
buylt in tyme of cyville warre. But for al that," he adds, ** the 
king caufed it to be rafed fonc after.** This, however, muft be 
a miftake, lince Geoffrey de Coldingham, an ancient Durham 
hiftorianyin the AngUa Sacra^ i. 723, fpcaking of the a£ls of 
bifhop Hugh, in the time of Henry 11, fays, that he fortified the 
town (or caiHe) o^ Aiverton^ having obtained that when all other 
caftles were deftroyed, this alone fhould remain entire. Yet the 
king afterwards commanded it to be overthrown and laid level 
with the ground. Hoveden, who fays that this and other caftlcf 
were demolifhed by Henry in 1 1 77, calls it ^^Cafiellum nwum d$ 

§ Leland'i Colle^U Gale's Hiftorical Account. 

D 



22 THB HISTORY OF 

only the manor-houfe, or the town itfclf. It 
is, however, certain that the bifhops of Dur- 
ham had here a palace, or manor-place, by 
whomfocver built, which ftood about 200 
yards weft of the church. "At the weft fide 
of Northalverton," fays Leland, "a litlc 
from the chirch, is the bifhop of Dyrhams 
Palace, ftrong of building and welle motid." 
This Palace, which was become ruinous in 
Lambarde's time, feems to be the "wheather 
berten caftle' defcribed by a finguiar tra- 
veller in 1658, who reprefents it as ** demo- 
lifh'd with age, and the ruins of time," and fer- 
ving '*as a receptacle for bats and buzzards, 
owls and jackdaws"*. A good piece of the 
gatc-houfe was ftanding about thirty years 
fince ; but through the injuries of time, and 
the violence of illiterate hands, not the fmall-* 
€ft veftige of it now remains. 

• Northern Memoirs by Richard FrSuick. x694, p. 213. 
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C H A P. V. 

Of its Reprefentation in Parliament. 

THIS Borough firft fent members to 
Parliament in the year 1298, being the 
26th of Edward 1. Their names were John 
le Clerk, and Stephen Maunfell ; but none 
were ever afterwards returned till the year 
1 640, when on the nth of december, it was 
ordered by the Houfe ^f Commons, in what 
is called the long parliament, *• That the 
towns of Mai ton and Allcrton, which for- 
merly fent burgeffes, but for fome time had 
difcontinued, [fhould] be reftored and remit- 
ted to their ancient privilege of fending bur- 
geffes to parliament* ; which they have ever 
fince conftantly done. The right of eleftion 
is in the owners of burgage houfes, which 
were in 1739 truly in number but 194 and a 

* Gale's Hiftorical Account, Carcw*s Rights of Election, &c* 
There are many inftances of boroughs, &c. fending members as 
thefe two places did, in Edward the firfl's time, but which have 
never been reftored ; as, 'for example, Pickerings Tickhiii^ isfc* 
The occafion of this dilcontinuance was, prQbably,thc expence of 
the members* wages, which muft have been a heavy burthen oa 
poor and thinly inhabited places. See Regift, Honor, de Bick« 
mond. 

D 2 
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half, and are diflinguifhed from other houfcs 
in the town by their having had a right of 
common on the north-moor, as appears by 
the 4ccd of partition thereof, which is ftill ex- 
tant ; and if any of the burgage-houfes have 
not fome parcel of ground, formerly parcel 
of that moor, it is becaufe the owners have 
fince fold their ihare. Moft of thefe houfes 
pay a fmall fee farm rent to the crown. The 
houfes claiming votes had, in 1739, increafed 
to about 204, and not being well known 
which of them had crept clandeftinely ' into 
this privilege, it is prefumed they have re- 
tained it ; but the number was then and is 
now fo fettled that it has not fince been, 
nor will it hereafter be, poffible to admit 
any more of thofe ufurpations : The bifhop 
of Durham'$ bailifFis the returning officer*. 
The following is a lift of the members which 
have been fent to parliament by this borough§, 

* Gale's Hiftorical Account, Of the above 204 burgage* 
houfes 92 are the property of Lord Harewood and Henry 
Pciffe, Efq ; '\\ '■ ■ .. : .:, 

§ To prevent the confulion incident to an indifcriminate ufe 
cf the words town aod hrongh^ it m^y be neceflhry .to explaia 
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fince its reftoration to that right. 

1640 Thomas Heblewaite, efq ; 

Sir Henry Cholmley, knt, (et in vice 
uniusy Richard Darley, efq ;) 

1660 Francis Lafcelle3,* efq ; 
Thomas LafceHes, efq ; 

1 660 George Smithfon, efq ; 
James Danby, efq 5 

1678 Sir Gilbert Gerrard, bart. 
Sir Henry Caiverly, knt. 

1 68 1 The fame members. 

1685 Sir David Foulis, bart. 
Sir Henry Marwood, bart, 

that the latter is conipofed of the burgage houfes only ; while 
the former includes both thofe and all the reft ; fo that they arc 
by no means fynonynxoup terms. 

* Francis Lafcelles, efq ; was one of the members for the 
county of York, in Oliver Cromwell's little parliament, Anno 
1653 ; and alfo one of the members for the North-riding in that' 
which met Sep. 3, 16^4, and in another which begun Sept. 1656. 
It does not appear that he was a member of the long parlia- 
ment ; but, having fat three times as one of the judges at the 
late king's trial, he was, on the 9th of June, i66o, difcharged 
from being a member of the Houfe of Commonfi, and declared 
^^ incapable q/ bearing any oificei or place of public truft in this 
kingdom." Journals. 
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1688 William Robinfon,cfq; 
Thomas Lafcelles^ efq i 

1690 Sir William Robinfon, knt. 
Thomas Lafcelles, cfq ; 

165^5 Sir William Huftlcr, knt. 
Thomas Lafcelles, efq 5 

J 698 Sir William Huftlcr, knt. 
Ralph Milbankc, efq i 

1 70 1 Sir William Huftlcr, knt. 
Daniel Lafcelles, efq ; 

1702 Sir William Huftler, knt 
Robert Dormer, efq ; 

1 702 Robert Dormer, efq ; 
John Aiflaby, cfq ; 

1705 Sir William Huftler, knt. 
Robert Dormer, efq j 

gmJ in bisfttady making his Ekdionfor the county ofBucls^ 

Roger Gale,* efq 5 

• Thomas Harrifcn, cfq ; petitioned againft the return of 
Mr Galt| oa the grouad of ^* bribery and other corrupt pradtU 
G^»*' CoMMOirs Jou&NAi.« 
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1708 Sir William Huftler, knt. 
Roger Gale, efq 5 

1 7 10 Roger Gale, efq ; 
Robert Raikes, efq ; 

171 3 Henry Peirfe, cfq j 
Leonard Smelt, efq ; 

1714 Cholmley Turner, cfqj 
Leonard Smelt, efq ; 

1722 Henry Peirfe, efq ; 
Leonard Smelt, elq j 

1727 The fame members. 

1734 Henry Peirfe, efq ; 
William Smelt, efq ; 

1747 Henry Peirfe, efq ; 
Henry Lafcelles, efq ; 

1754 Edward Lafcelles, efq ; 
Daniel Lafcelles, efq ; 

176 1 The fame members 

1 768 Daniel Lafcelles, efq i 
Edward Lafcelles, efq > 
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1775 Daniel Lafcelles, efq ; 
Henry Peirfe,,efq ; 

1780 Henry Peirfe, efq; 

Edwin Lafcelles, efq ; 

1784 The fame members. 

1790 Henry Peirfe, efq ; 

Edward Lafcelles, efq ; 



CHAP. VI. 

Of the Market and Fain. 

ON Wednefday in every week is^ a plen- 
tiful market for com and other provi- 
lions ; and formerly there was, from Chrift- 
mas to St. George's dayi what is called a 
fortnight-day, eveiy other Wedaefiday^ on 
which was a great market for all forts of live 
cattle. There are alio fotlr annual fairs, to 
which there is great refort, mz. on Candle- 
mas day, St. George's, St. Bartholomew's, 
and St. Matthew^ day, for all manner of 
of cattle and horfes ; and likewife a fair for 
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ehccfcs oft the fecond Wcdneiaay in Ofliober. 
Leland fays that the fairs were granted by 
King John to Phillip Pi^avien/is, bifhop of 
Durham, anno izooj which muft be under* 
flood of thofe on Candlemas and St* Bartho^ 
lomew's day, the only fairs in being when ha 
lived ; for that on St. George's day, to com- 
mence upon the eve of this festival, and con* 
tinue the day after it, with a fortnight-day 
every other W6dnefday till Lammas, for 
buying and felling all forts of cattle, v(ras 
granted to Cuthbert Tunftall, bifhop of Dur- 
ham, by Phillip and Mary ; and that on St. 
Matthew's day, for the like time and purpofe, 
with a fortnight-day from Lammas till 
Chiiftmas, toWilljiam Jaipes, bifhop of Dur- 
ham, by king James the firfl*. Barnaby 
Harrington, commonly called Drunken Bar- 
naby, Was no ftranger to thefe fairs, which 
feem to have* afforded him equal fatisfa6lion 
both as a good fellow and a thrifty dealer ; 
for thus he fings : 

* Gale's Hiftorical Accciant. j 

E 



jot tse- msTORif or 

- T^i 'A\iktck\', ubioves, 

j/iliaque campi pecora, 
Oppidana erant decora : 
Forum fuit jumentorum^* 
Mibi autem cella Jorum. 

Thence to Alerton^ rank't in battel, 
Sheep, kine, oxen, other cattel; 
As I fortun'd to pafs by there. 
Were the town's beft beautifier : 
Fair for beafts at that time fell there^ 
But I made my fare the cellar. 

Vem Alertbri, hktatH^ lot ami 
MercatoH ptrqiiam grdiath, 
Ihutilforeni dSlutfi, 
Elig'o loeufH pecori aj^tuftt. 

Thence to Alerton chearful, fruitful, 
To the feller very grateful : 
There to chufe a place, Tm charieft, 
Where my beafts may fhew the faireft*. 

♦ Barnaby's Journal, part IIL and IV. 
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C H A P. VH. 

Of , the Churchy and other Religious Charitable 
Foundations. 

THEChurch, dedicated tpAU Saints, is a 
large handfome edifice, built ini the form 
of a crofs, the, weftern end or nave co^fifting 
of three ailes^ and the Whole formerly covered 
with lead. The chancel^ hieing looked uppii 
as dangerous, was, in 1779, pjilled dawn and^ 
rebuilt, and roofed with flate^; and in 17,8^^, 
the roof on the weftern end was taken' down 
and a new one,: though much lAfisrior to f the 
former in the beauty of ^ its con(lru6lion^ 
erefted and cc^ered with the faijie materials 
as the chancel. ^ Tke^ alterations have con^ 
fiderabiy affeflied die ^beauly •:aiid umformity 
of. the whole building." The pews in the 
body of the church Being found to be in ,a 
very ruinous jjate, were, in 1 787, pulled d^wn 
9,nd rebuilt with oak, which has rendered 
it much more cpmfoftalple ^nd commodious 
than formerly. It'ftands in a* fpacious 
church-yard,. with a .w^d^ -a^jga about it, at 

E2 
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a good diftance from the houfcs on every 
fide, more than half way up the ftreet from 
the fouthcnd, and was probably rebuilt foon 
after its dcftrudHon by the Scots, in the time 
of king Edward !!*• The fteeple is a fquare 
tower rifing from the middle of the church, 
with four pinnacles upon it j has five bells, 
and a good clock, which latter was given by 
the members of parliainent for the bo- 
rough in I7i4.§. On thefe bells are the fol- 
lowing infcriptiops ; 

ift. Jefus be 9ur fpeed. 1656. 

ad. Glory 6e to God ou bee. 1656. 

3d. Godfave His Church^ 1656. 

' 4th. Lf muliis annis refonet campana yohannis. 

5 th. God Jaw His Church. 16^2* 

That on the fourth bell is iii the ancient 
church text, and between th^ beginning aiid 
end are three coats of arn^s, but too much 
incrufted oyer to be mad© put. This bell, 
which is remarkable for the fuperior fwect^* 

^ Gsde^fl HiftQiical Accouat* $ VM^ 
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ncfs of its tone, is faid to have belonged to 
the priory of Mount- Grace*. There are a 
few modern monuments of the dead in the 
church, but none of them remarkable for 
any ^thing extraordinary. The oldeft is a 
tomb of free-ftone, which, till lately, was at 
the weft end of the north aile, but on repair- 
ing the church in 1787, was taken up and 
laid at the eaft end of the fouth aile : It has 
this epitaph upon it : 

Hicjacet in hoc tumulo Marcus Metcalfe fill'- 
us huca Mefcalf de Bedale^ frater quoque et 
bares Nicbolai Metcalf armtgeri^ uniusfex, cleri-- 

* Thomas de HoUartd, duke of Surrey, founded this priory, 
fome part of which is flili landing, for monks of the carthufian 
bitfer, dedicated to the BlelTed Virgin, and St. Nicholas, about 
the year 1396 ; and not only endQV^ed it with bis own manor of 
Bordelbv/but obtained of king Richard IL the lands and poflef- 
fions of three alien priories for it ; but dying fhortly after in 
arms againft king Henry IV, before ^U the buildings were finifli- 
^d, the work was at a %Qd, and the right of the monks to their 
pbffeflions queflioned, till king Henry VI. about the year 1440^ 
cotjfinped ifi paHiament all the duke's grants to them. After this 
the buildings were foon completed, and the monaftery flou- 
nfiied till the general diiTolution, about which time the revenues 
pf it were valued at 38^!. js. ixd. per anpum in the whole, and 
j33i* 2s, lod. clearly. The iitewas gtanted(52d, Henry VIIL) 
toJaipe^Strangwaie^t 
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corum exinfia surw cnHcillar^ice defunSlu §^ 
quidem MarCui vicarius fuit matricis ec^lsfia 
Omnium SanBorum. dt N$rthAH^.t9n, imumbfns 
ibidem xxxii annos. Vixit li v. ann.jandemjep^ 
uhusxxiv die menfis^maiij anm^ IXomini 1593. 

There feemsto'have been nothing remark- 
able in the church when Leland was here, 
thmi^'he only fays that he* found "no tumes 
of ndblemen" in it. The following perfons 
appear to have been interred in the chancel 
purfuant to » their laft wills : 

James Bowes,gent, of Northallerton > in 16 13. 
John Bowes, gent, of the fame place, in 1 6 1 4. 
John.Cdhftable, cfqj ofrLafenby, in 16 19. 
Richard Danby, gent, of Romanby, jn, or 
foon after,. 1 65 1*. 

In the year 1585 therevwere in one of the 
windows two armorial (hields or. coats bear- 
ing on the dexter fide, fable^ three grey- 
hounds current arganty being the arxns of 
Mauleverer. Thefe were. impaled. in one of 
the (hields, which had a label -of three points^ 

r • ■ • • • ' 

* Burton's MSS. 
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it, with th^ arfay cf ebiftrtricijr > being, tfr, 
three torteaiinces, above afefibjfir/^j?; 'fltxi' in 
the other witii.a coat argent^ upoA a.cjicvronr, 
thre«ittartl6ts j colours and owner unknown.*^. 
A helifiet, with a grey-hoond, Manleverer^s 
cfeft, fupportftd by aheadlefk lance,, fixed m 
the north wall of the old chancel^ ricinaincd 
till it was taken down in 1779. 

The vicarage, which is in charge, was for- 
merly appropriated to the prior and convent 
of Durham, who had a penfion of 20I. out of 
the fruits thereof § ; and is jlill in the ^ft of 
the dean and chapter of that church. The 
impropriator, or proprietor of the reftory or 
great tithes is Henry Peirfe, efq ; one of the 
prefent members for the borough, by purchafe 
from the heirs of Edmund Prilfick, efq ; of 
Carlton in Cleveland, the fon and heir of 
George Priffick, efq ; of the iamfe place ; 
whofe elder brother, WiUiann!, having pur- 
chafed this redlory of the earl of Aileibury, 

* Glover's Vifitation. 
'§ Burton's MSS, 
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in whole family it had been long vefted, foM 
k'to Mrs. Elizabeth Rainc of Northallerton, 
and (he, or her reprcfentatives, to the above 
Mr George Priffick. It is held of the crown** 
The following is a correft lift of the vicars 
of this church, from the moft remote period 
to which they can be traced, with the date 
of their refpeftive inftitutions. 

12.. Gilbert ; ;.. 

1267 John de Derlington 

1302 Peter de Kiilawe 

13 1 1 Peter de Fifhburn 

1323 Alande Chiredon, S. T. P. 

.... Richard Afkeby 

1332 Edmund Cruer 

1335 Robert Dighton 

13 . . John de Hay tor 

13J2 John de Gilling 
' 1393 William Kamell 

1396 Robert Redmerefhill 
' 1403 John Staynfield 

14.. John Corbiidgc 

^ Gale's Hifloncal AcGOUQt. 
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1421 William Barker. 

1422 William Middilton. 
1437 Jphn Thorneton. 
^4-55 John Treyndon. 
1465 Robert Walker. 

147 1 Bartholomew RadcIyfF. 
1474 Richard Rollefton, A* B. 
^475 William Halyman. 
1 49 1 John Fifher*. 
1494 Robert Clay. 
1522 Leonard Hutchenfon. 
^533 Robert Afkew. 
1547 Lancelot Thornton. 
156 1 Marcus Metcalf. 
1 593 Francis Kaye, A. M. 
1624 John Craddock, S. T. P. 
1628 Thomas Blaikfton, A. M. 
- 1640 Thomas Man §• 

♦ Afterwards J?/>(7/ o/Rochefier^htYiendtdonTovrtTMl^i^^g, 
§ This Man poirefled himfelf of the living during the Inter* 
regnum. Coming into the church as Mr. Blaikfton, was reading 
one of the LefTons, and producing an inftrument, by which he 
claimed the Uving under the then ufurpationt he firft turned Mr. 
; Plaikllon out of the rcading-dcflc, and then getting up mto the 
Jpulpit| made there a long prayer and a longer fermon. 

Walker's Sufferings of the Clergy. ' 

F 
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1669 John Neyle, S. T. P. 
1675 Willian Neyle, A. M. 
1686 John Harper. 
1694 Charles Neile, A. M. 
17 1 8 Chriftopher Hunter, A.^M. 
1 725 Thomas Rudd, A. M. 
1729 John Balguy, A, M*. 
1748 Robert Pigot, A. M. 
1775 Benjamin Walker, A. M§. 

The Vicar had a penfion out of the tithesr 
of Lafcnbyf. where was formerly a Chantry 
founded by John Lyifhgraves and Alice his 
wife, valued at 9I. 6s. 8d|. Richard Wood- 
all and John Wylde, the two laft chantry 
priefts, had annuities afli^ned them of 4I. 4s. 
each|(. 

There was formerly in this church a Chant- 
ry of St. Laurence, founded by one ofthebi- 

* Author of two volumes of Sermons in great eftcem. 

§ Burton's MSS. N.' B. All or moft of the incumbents pri- 
or to the Reformation, were diftiuguiftied by the titles of i)^, 
minus^ or Magifter^ or the additions of JDIaconusj^Pr^/fytery or Ca* 
pellanus, 

f Regift. Honor, de Richmond. ;j; Burton's MSB. H Willis. 
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fhops of Durham, (probably Laurence Booth,) 
and valued at the diflblution ( 37th. Henry 
VIII. ) at 4I. 3s. 4d. Henry Gamel, the lafl 
incumbent, had an annuity of 3I. 15s. aflign- 
ed him, which he enjoyed in 1553*- 

Here was alfo a Gild or Fraternity, to which 
on the 9th. of June 1441, an indulgence was 
granted by the archbifhop of York of 100 days 
relaxation of penance, to all fuch as liberally 
contributed to the honour and converfation 
of the faid gild, or reforted thereto, on account 
of the devotion of thofe faints in whole honour 
and memory it was celebrated §. 

William de Alverton gave the Auftin Fri- 
ers eight acres of ground in this town, to 
build them a church and habitation thereon, 
in the 14th. year of King Edward Illf • 

In the year 1476, Richard de Moore, dra« 
per of Northallerton, founded an hofpital call- 

* Burton's MSB. Gale's Hiftorical Account. WHlis. 
5 Burton's M&S. Willis. Rymcr. f Tanner. 

Fz 
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ed Maifon DIeu, or the Houfc of God, for 
thirteen poor people, men or women ; though 
it now only maintains four. There were 
many houfes and much land formerly be- 
longed to this charity, which are now loft. At 
prefent it only enjoys two fields called Maifon 
Dieuy and Cajile-hill ClofeSj which are worth 
about 25I. per annum ; of which the poor 
receive no more than 40s. yearly each. Some 
have faid that this hofpital was founded by 
fir James Strangways ; but he and his fon 
appear to have been no more than truftees 
to fee it kept in repair, and the penfions 
duly paid to the poor. The perfons to be 
maintained in the houfe were obliged, by 
the founder, every morning and evening, at 
fix o'clock precifely, to repeat fifteen FaUr- 
Nnfters^ and as many Ave Marias^ and the 
three Creeds^ in honour of their Lord's pafli- 
on ; as alfo to pray for the foul of Richard 
de Moore, their founder, Michael de Long- 
bain, and others their benefaftors. They had, 
at firft, allowed them twenty fhillings a year 
to buy fea coals, and were to find two beds 
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for deftitutc and diftrefled travellers} which 
allowance was, in the 20th. year of Henry 
VIII. increafedto il. 6s. 6d. The town no- 
minates the poor perfons to it, though this 
was done formerly by the earl of Carlifle, as 
a defcendant of Leonard, Ion of lord Dacres 
of Gilfland, who married the heirefs of 
the Strangways family*. The houfe, which 
ftands about the middle of the eaft row, has 
been lately rebuilt at the expence of the town. 

On the eaft fide of the town, flood a houfe 
of Carmelites or White Friers, founded by 
Thomas Hatfield, bifliop of Durham, or, ac- 
cording to fome, by King Edward III. or to 
others, both jointly, about the year 1354, and 
dedicated to St. Mary. It was furrendered on 
the 20th. of November 1539, by William 
Wommefraye, warden, and nine bretheren§. 
The fite was granted (7th of Edw. VI.) to 
Richard Vavafour of Birkin, and Henry Va- 
vafour of London, from whom, through va- 
rious poffeflfors, it at length came to the 

* Tanner* Gale's Hiftorical Account § Ibid* 
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late Robert Raikes Fulthorp, efq ; who fold 
it to William Wailes, efq; It ftill retains 
the name of the Freerage^ and the terrace, 
and fome foundations of the out walls aie 
ftill difcernible. Walter Hellaw, fuperior of 
this convent, died and was buried therein, an- 
no 1 367, being probably the firft prior*. Ice- 
land had heard that one of the earls of Weft- 
moreland was like wife buried there. 

Near this Town, that is, about a mile on 
the road to York, was an hofpital dedicated 
to St. James, founded as it is faid, by Hugh 
Pudfey, biihop of Durham, or rather it ftiould 
feem, by Philip of Poiftou, his fucceffor, ia 
the reign of King Richard I. to which the 
churches of Thornton-le-ftreet and North- 
Otterington were appropriated : It was alfo 
endowed with the town of EUerbeck and the 
mill, half a plough-land at Romanby, and 
eight oxgangs at Otterington ; and, when fup- 
prefled , was valued at 5 61. a year§. About the 

^ Ga1e*8 Hiflorical Account. § Ibid. Regifl, Honor, de 
Riclunonl* 



NORfHALLERTON* 43 

time of the diffolution here were a mafter, 
three chaplains, four bretheren, two fifters, 
and nine poor perfons. Richard Moryfine 
the laft mafter, furrendered this houfe the gth 
of May, 1541. The fite was granted in the^ 
fame year to Thomas Barton of Whenby j but 
being afterwards exchanged for other lands, 
it became part of the endowment of Chrift- 
church in Oxford*, It ftill retains the name 
of Spfal, which is a contraftion of Hofpital. 

There was a grammar and finging School 
here in 1327, when the Prior of Durham pre- 
fehted John Podefay to be mafter of it ; as he 
did William de Ledes in i385§. The pre- 

* Tanner, p. 677. Burton's MSS. 

§ Robertus Prior Ecclefiae Cathedralis Dunelmenfis Ordinari- 
us Spiritualitatis San£ti Cuthberti in diocefi Ehor» dilefto 
nobis in Chrifto Domino WiUelmo de Ledis Capellano, falutem in 
amplexibufi falvatoris. Te ad inibrniandofi pueros tam in can* 
tu quam in grammatica ex laudabili tefHmonio fide dignorum 
fofficientcm et ydoneum reputantes, fcholas noftras de Alkrton 
tam cantuales quam grammaticales, prout ha^ienus conlerri con- 
fuevcrunt, tibi conferimus per praefentes, monitu charitatis, ha- 
bendas et regendas, a dat. pnefentiiun uique ad terniiDum tri-v 
um annorura proxime fequentium, dummodo tc bene et honefte 
liabueris,et circa pueros infgrmandos perfonaliter diligentiam ad, 
hibucris efficacena. In cujus rei teftimonium, figillum noftiutn 
praefentibus eft appenfum. Dat. xv die mens. Decemb. ac Do- 
mini 1385. Ex libro pr^fetaationum et MHrwumffimt 
et CowvtHtus EccL Dun(lm% in bibU Cotton* « 
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fcnt grammar fchool, to which the dean and 
chapter of that church nominate a mafter, is 
undoubtedly the fame. It feems, however, to 
be of royal foundation, which is only 5I. is 8d. 
per annum, and is paid by the king's coUeft- 
ors, who deduft 5s. for poundage, 2s. 6d. for 
debenture money, and 8d. for acquittance. 
The borough houfes, paying king's rent, ap- 
pear to have been formerly chargeable with 
this falary. There is a further endowment of a 
houfe, a garden, and a fniall clofe, worth about 
lol. a year ; and the lands of John Eftiall are, 
likewife, fubjefted by his will to the payment 
of 20S. a year, for teaching four poor boys. 
The houle being an antient burgage gives the 
mafter a vote for the two members oi parlia- 
ment, which ought to be valued at fomething. 
Bifhop Cofms founded lome fcholarfliips at 
Peter-houfe in Cambridge of lol. a year each, 
and gave fuch fcholars as Ihould be educated 
in this fchool a right to them, immediately af- 
ter thpfe of Durham fchool. Though the 
fchool has been of no very great reputation 
of late years, the fix following eminent men 
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were all educated in iti whil6 Mr. Thorfias 

Smelt was mafter: 

Dr. Wiltiam Pdllifer, archbiftioii of Cafiiel 

in Ireland^ born at Kirby-Wifk ; 
Dr. George Hickes^ dean of Worcefter, 

born at the fame place ; 
Dr. John RatcUfFe, the famous phyfician -, 
Mr. John Kettlewell, born at Brompton; 
Mr. Thomas Rymer, editor of the Fcedera^ &c. 
Dr. Thomas Burnet, mafter of the Charter- 

houfe in London*. 
Edmund Gueft, bifhop of Salifbury, and al- 
moner to queen Elizabeth, was born in this 
town, but it does not appear that he was 
educated in this fchool. 

The fchool was rebuilt by fubfcription in 
177^, aftd the houfe adjoining to it was, 
*ri 1785, built at the fole expence of the 
prefeht ittafter, the Rev. James Wilkinfon. 

I'here are three Chapels of cafe in this 

*dafc^i Hiftoricai AtCotint. Rc^ftrum Honoris* Rich- 
mond. 

G 
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parifh^ at Bromptpn, Deighton, and Worfall; 
and formerly there were two more, at Ro- 
manby and Lafenby j both long fmce difufed. 
The remains of the latter were, in Mr, Gales 
time, turned into a ftable *; where the former 
flood is not now difcernible- 

John Efliall left by will, bearing date July 
28, i6i2, 403. a year to the poor of North- 
allerton, * payable out of lands at CattOy now 
the property of T. Kilvington, M. D. 

The Rev. Francis Kay, formerly vicar of 
this Church, left by will, June 21, 1624, to 
two poor widows of this place 5L a year, 
payable out of the Lands of Sturmy-hall and 
Nook-houfej in Danby-foreft, Cleveland. 

The Rev. John Kettlewell of the parifti of 
St. Andrew, Holborn, London, by a deed 
bearing date March 9, 1694, vefted in a farm, 
called Low-moor -farm ^ in the townfhip of 
Brompton, within the parilh of Northallerton, 
certain truftees, jtherein named, for the ufe 

* Galc*8 Hiflorical Account. 
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of the poor of the two town (hips of North- 
allerton and Brompton for ever. The farm 
now lets for 44I. per annum. 

Elizabeth Rayne of this place, fettled, by 
a deed dated 061. 15, 1737, on certain truf- 
tees therein named, two clofes in Romanby, 
called Tarn Acres^ containing about 1 1 acres, 
for the ufe of the poor ot Northallerton and 
Romanby. 

There is alfo diftributed annually by the 
vicar to the inhabitants of Northallerton, 
Brompton, and Romanby, a donation of lol. 
left by Lady Calverley, and paid out of the 
eftate of Beilby Thompfon, efq; of Efrick, 
near York. 



CHAP. VIII. 

Of the Shire. 

TH E Shire, foke, liberty, or wapentake 
of Allerton is about 10 miles long and 

5 broad, in the broadeft part; and is bounded 
G z 
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by the wapopta^es of Hang E^ft and PUUng; 
Eaft on tije wefl:^ by the riypr Teps pn the 
north; and by thp wapontakcs of |Lr^ngl)argh 
and Birdforth on the eaft and fouth. It ap- 
pears to have bcpn much more extenfive at 
the time of making Domefday-book, com- 
prehending not only the whole of its prefent 
territory, but all the country between Wilk 
and Swale*, which the conqueror added to the 
earldom of Richmond, and now makes a part 
of the wapontake of Gilling Eaft ; and alfo 
feveral other towns, which at prefent are in 
the wapentake of Birdforth, ^nd confequent- 
ly mufi have been taken from it §. 

It contains, at prefent, the following towns, 
villages, or hamlets: AUerton (North), Ap- 
pleton, Eiirkby, Brawith, Brcwnpton, Bor- 
rowby, Croft>y Coat, Deighton, Dinfdale, 
Ellerbeck, Girfby, Hallikeld, Harlfey (Weft), 
Hornby, Hutton Bonvillc, Landmoth, La- 
fenhy, Leek, Lovefome-hill, Otterington 
( North ), Romanby, Rounton ( Weft ), 
Sigfton, Smeaton (Little), Stank, Thorn- 

* See before, p. 13. § Gale's Hiflorical Account* 



tonJe-beaR?, Thornton- Jp-ftreet, Wel^uyy, 
Wintpn, <ijiri Wpr(?ll (Higl)). Of thef? ele- 
ven ?fiB parjftie^ or parochial chfipslrie? : 
4IIort<)ji V. Biil^by, R. Brofliptpn, Peigt^r- 
ton, QQ. tp AHqrt^, Hiitton^BpHviU?, C. 
tQ girkfey, L«ek, V. P<|pr|f?gtofi, V. JIowr, 

tftfli R. §igftpR» ft. ThorntqQ4er^eet» Y. 
^4, W^%1|, g. tp Alle^fqi). 

The land is, for the moft part, held of the 
bifhop of Durham, and the whole (hire fub- 
jeft to the fpiritual jurifdiftion of that church. 
At Harlfey ar? the ruins of *'a praty caftelle, 
buildid" as Lcland fays, *• by Strangwaife 
the judge," in Hwry the fo«rtb's time. 
There was alfo formerly s| (paf^Je at Sigfton, 
hut no part of it no^ ^-^maips. The Gen- 
tlemen ''of ©oft T»4We" h?f?» in Iceland's 
time, were ♦♦Maloiy [at ]» Co- 

nicrs at [ ]; Vincent in Spaithon 

Paroch, 3, litle beyond Smithon bridge; 
Thwaites, whofe houfe" he **faw on the lift 
hond, a litle a this fide Smithon bridge": 
all which families are now extindt. There 
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was very little wood in the (hire at that 
period, and but one park, at Button, then 
without deer. The country, he obferved^ 
bore good corn, **yet a great peace of the 
ground that" he '*faw at hand bytwixt North- 
alverton and Smithon bridge" was "low 
pafture and mores, wherof part" bore "fum 
fyrres." It is now well cultivated, pro^ 
ducing all kinds of grain in great plenty. 



C H A P. IX. 

Of Hijlorical or Local Events. 

IN the year 865 here was a (harp conflift 
between king Elfrid and his brother A1-. 
fred and five Danifh kings, and the like 
number of Danifti earls, who had inva- 
ded the kingdom with a great hoft, and in 
a fecond battle were all flain*. 

In the year 1069 Robert Cumin, whom 
the Conquerer had made earl or governor 
of Northumberland (which county had 

* P. Langtoft, tranflated by Rob. of Brutmc. i. p. zu 
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oppofed his government ever fincc his ac- 
ceffion with, great zeal) was, with all his 
attendants, flain at Durham, by the North- 
umbrians, who were cxafperated and driven 
to defpair by the horrid cruelties he threa- 
tened to commit, of which he had already 
given a very ample fpecimen. The king, 
highly incenfed at the nevvs, immediately 
difpatched a formidable army into the north, 
to take the fevereft revenge for the earl's 
death, on all ranks of 'perfons between the 
Tecs and the Tweed. But when this army 
had reached Ahertotty and was within 
a diys march of the fcene on which this 
bloody tragedy was to be performed, fo 
great a darknefs arofe that one man could 
fcarcely perceive his fellow, nor were they 
able, by any means, to difcover which way 
they were to go. While they thus remained 
in a ftate of aftonifhment and fufpence, there 
was one prefent who obferved that the peo- 
ple of the city, to which they were going, 
had a certain Saint who was always their 
proteftor in adverfity, fo that none might 
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offer them flie fftialleft Injury wifhotit meet- \ 
irtg a fcvfere punifhmeht. This obferva- 
tioli tcing difFuftd through the ariiiy, which 
had tod tnuch of either piety or prudence 
to thiflk bi l^'^aging war with heaven, th6y 
very Compofedly returned to the place from 
whence they came* However the king not 
having the fear of God or St. Cuthbert be- 
fore his eyes, came down in peffori, and 
laid w^afte the country on all fides; and as 
even this greateft of faints could not al- 
ways be working miracles, the bifhop and 
monks of Durham conveyed his incorrup- 
tible body with all fpeed to Holy Ifland*. 

Such havock, it xi fdid, was made in this 
dciraftatioil, fhaC between York and Durhatt, 
tbcrt t«ras not a vJllafgfe irihabked ; the grouttd 
for sfcoiit fixty miles in length remained 
Utttilkd fot nii*c years^j, the cotinti^ #a« a 
perfect djfett, and fcrvfed 6nly for dens of 
beaft; and a redept^le for rab))erf. ^11 fotts 

*' Sym. Dunelm* C. j«. 
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of wholelbmc or ufual food I)eing deftroyed^ 
there enfued fuch a dreadful famine that a 
hundred thoufand perfons^ of all ages and 
both fexes, perilhedwith hunger: Multitudes 
lay on the ground unburied ; and for near 
two years the few furvivers were forced to 
eat dogs, cats, and horfes, and even hu- 
man fielh to keep them from ftarving*. 
Thefe cruelties were fo monftrous as to nlake 
the tyrant exclaim with horror on his death- 
bed, Mult is gravibusq\ pec cat is onuftus^ contre- 
mifco^ et mox ad tremendum Dei judicium rapien^ 
dus^ quidfaciam ignoro ; and fo goes on lament- 
ing his fins, Nobiles et vulgares crudeliter vex-- 
avi^ injujle multos exhareditavi^ imiumeroSy max- 
ime in pago Eboracenji^ fame feu ferro mortifica^ 
w§. There can be no doubt that the town and 
diftri^ of Northallerton were upon thisoc- 
cafion depopulated or deftroyed ; and accord- 
ingly, Domefday-book, compiled a few years 
after, fays ^'modo wajlum eji^ 

* Carte, !• 40^ 5 Thoreiby, pref. XL 

H 
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On the death of the conqueror in the year 
1087, his fon William Rufus, out of grati-* 
tude for the fricndftiip and fidelity which 
both he and his father had experienced from 
William de Sancto Karileppo^ or Carilepb^ bi* 
(hop of Durham, gave to the faid bifhop 
and his fucceffors, the manor of Alverton 
with all its rights and appendages, except what 
Alan earl of Richmond had in his Caftellary 
on the other fide of the Wi(ke*. But court fa* 
•vor being in thofe days of very fhort duration, 
lie was foon after baniftied tlie realm and re«^ 
mained in exile three years before the king 
would be reconciled to him§. King Henry I. 
at his coronation, feized this Manor, with 
others, into his own hands; but foon afteiv 
wards reftored the fame to the biftiop. 

On the* 22, of Auguft, 1138, being the yl 
year of king Stephen, on a plain about three 
miles to the north of this place, called after 

* Sym, Dundm. c. 67. Chron. Dunelm. Bib. Cot, Regift. 
Honor, de Richmond, Ap. No. I2{. 
§ Symion Dundm. c, 67. 
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* neighbouring village, Cowton^moor^y was 
fought a bloo(!y battle between the Scots §, 
under the command of their king David, who 
had proceeded thus far in his invafi6n of the 
kingdom, exercifing great cruelties in his 
march, and making horrid defolation all round 
the country, and the Englifti, or rather the in- 
habitants of. Yorkftiire, Nottinghamfhire, and 
Derbyftiire, commanded by Thurftan, archbi- 
fhop of York, who, however, was left fick at 
Thirfk, Ralph Nowell, bifliop of Orkney his 
fuffragain, William earl of Albemarle, Walter 
de Grant, Robert de Brus, Roger de Mow- 
bray, Walter Efpec, Richard de Curey, Wil* 
liam Foffard, Robert^de Stutevill, Ilbert Lacy, 
Geoffrey Halfoline, William Peverell, and 
Robert de Ferrers, all powerful northern 
barons. This .has ever fince been called the 
Battle of the Standard, from a long pole or 
maft of a (hip being ere6lcd upon a fort of 

♦ Lc!and*«8 Itin. f. ^9. John of Hexham fays, that from the 
facksand wallets left by the enemy it was cal'ed B^ogamoor. 

§ Richard of Hexham calls t^e Scottifh army Kefandus exerci* 
tos de Normannis Germanis, Anglis de NOrthymbranis, e^ 
Cumbris, de Tefwetadala, et Lodooea, de Pidis qui vulgo Gal« 
Icweieofes dicuatitf et Scottis. 
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chariot or carriage, having on the top of it 
a filvcr crucifix, under which were fufpended 
the banners of Saint Peter, St. John of Bever- 
ley, and St. Wilfred of Ripon, and, above aH, 
in a filver box, was the confecrated wafer, or 
fuppofedbodyofJefusChrift*. TheEnglifti, 
drawn up in one body of men about this ftand- 
ard, with the mod experienced of thejr troops, 
expefted the attack of the enemy; who, hold- 
ing a council of war about the manner of be- 
ginning the engagement, difagreed in their 
fentiments. The Galloway men, defcended of 
the ancient Pi6ts, claimed it a^ their right to 
be in the van, and make the firft onfet. And 
though king David did not care to gratify 
them, yet, to avoid the ill confequences of a 

* R. Hagiil. J. Hagul. X Script. A nide drawing is prc- 
fervcd of this machine in Ailredi Rzevallenfis Hlftoria Hr heU& 
Standardly in the fnme collection. This writer was Abbot ot* 
Rtvaux about that time, and has left a particular account of the 
engagement, defcribing thecharaders of the leaders, and giving- 
many of their harangues at length. Hugh dc Sotevagina 
Arclideacon of York at tha^ time, wrote the following difliteb 
upon it : 

Dfcitur ckflandoftandardum^ quodfietit ilUc^ 

Militia prdhitas vincerejive moru 

Standard from ftand, this fight we aptly call, 

Our men here flood to conquer or to 4lU 
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quarrel, haftily gave orders for them to form 
the firft battalia, and begin the engagement- 
The fetond was commanded by his fon Hen- 
ry, a beautiful^ gallant, amiable,- and deferving 
prince, who had under him a good body of 
knights and archers, with the Cumbrian and 
Twcedale militia; and was affifted by Euftace 
Fitz John, a great Englifh nobleman, lord 
of Alnwick and Malton. The third body 
was compofed of Scotch highlanders, and the. 
forces of Lothian and Murray ; the king him- 
felf being at their head with a party of Englifh 
and Norman knights, for the guard of his per- 
fon. The Galloway corps began the charge 
with fuch fury that the Englifh lancers at fii ft 
gave ground ; but being fuftained by the firm- 
nefs of the reft of their body, and deriving great 
advantages from their armour in clofe engage- 
ment, whilft the enemy, continually galled 
by the archers, could fcarce lee where to di- 
rect their blows ; the Galloway men, having 
loft their two commanders, Ulgrick and Do- 
nald, were broke, and fled in great confufi- 
on. The prince of Scotland, piercing thro* 
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the part of the Englifh army which was op* 
pofed to him, and paffing beyond the Stand- 
ard fell upon a party of cavalry potted behind 
the main body, with horfes of difmounted^ 
cavalry; and drove them beyond him the 
fpace of two furlongs, fuppofing that he was 
followed by the reft of his forces. The Eng- 
lifh, terrified with the impetuofity of the prin- 
ce's attack, were on the point of quitting the 
field, when they were ftopped by the ftrata- 
gem of an artful and experienced warrior ; 
who cutting off the head ot a man that 
was (lain, held it up on high with his lance, 
crying out, it was the head of the king of Scot-' 
land J which brought them on to renew the 
battle with greater vigour than before. The 
Scots, difcouraged by the flight of the Gallo- 
way men, and by the rumour of the king's 
death, fled on all fides 5 fo that few were left 
about king David, who had hitherto fought 
on foot, but was now forced by his guard of 
knights to mount on horlcback and retreat, 
which he did in good order. Thofe that fled, 
feeing the royal banner^ on which a dragoa 
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was painted, waving in the air, concludedim- 
mediatcly that the king was not dead; and ral- 
lying, joined his corps in fuch numbers, as to 
render it terrible to the purfuers. Some df 
thefe being taken, the reft kept at a diftance ; 
and fuffered him to retire unmoleftcd to Car- 
lifle; where he was two days in great pain for 
his fon, of whom he could hear no tidings. 
The prince finding himfelf with a few of his 
followers in the midft of the Englifh troops, 
made them throw away their marks of diftinc- 
tion i and mixing with the enemy, as if a part 
of their body, found means at laft to get from 
them ; and after encountering many difficul- 
ties, got at length to Carlifle, the third day af- 
ter his father's arrival. The Scots did not 
lofe any great number of men in the field j 
but fome thoufands off thofe who fled difper- 
fedly were (lain in different counties, throilgh 
which they endeavoured to make their way 
into Scotland. Stephen was much elated it the 
news of this victory ; and to reward William 
carl oi Albemarle, who fecms to. have com* 
manded in chiefs and Robert 6t Fttttri who 
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.had brought a good body of men to his affift- 
ance, created the foiincr earl of Yorkfhire, and 
thejatter earl of Derbyshire*. The total lofs 
of the Scots in and after the battle is computed 
at about ten or eleven thoufand men •, whereas 
that of the Englifli was perfeftly trifling ; a 
brother of llbert Lacy being the only knight 
flain§. In* this battle, fays Lambardc, 
; ** After that the bifhop of Durham [Orkney] 
had exhorted the fouldiours to fighte, the 
Scottes cryed out albany albany\, after their 
^mancr as thoughe al had bene theires. But 
Thenglifhe louldiours fent araongeft theim, 
fuche hayle of fhott, that after a whyle they 
turned their backes, and in fine, thcare was 
. (layne of theim to the nurobreof i i,oco, and 

they weare for their brag of albany, mocked 
with rr)s^ry ftandard, a terme of great re- 
^ proache in their fpeache at that time, as Mat- 
thew Paris witnefTeth^J. The fcene of aflion 

^* Carte, i. 53?. • § R. Hwgul. W. HciDingford. 
f By A^ani the Scots iDcant themfelves ; Alhan being a vciy 
r. ancient name of Scotland; and the highlanders calling thenH* 
felves Alhantck to this day. 

X H/ Huntington and others mention the Scottifli cry of Al- 
. Wini, but as no fuch matter is to be found in Mattheir Parisi Mr* 
Lanibaide mufi have miftakenhis authority. 
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Is Aill diftinguiflied by the name of Standard^ 
hiil, as the holes into which the dead Scots 
were thrown are by that of the Scot^fits, 

In the 1 4th year of Henry 11. the foke o^ 
Alvertun Was amerced ten marks for putting 
a man to the judgment of water, without the 
knowledge or prefencc of the king's fervant** 

ixi the 1 2th year of king Edward 11. t%\%t 
the town wai plundered and burnt by thd 
Scots, in an inroad which they made under the 
command of fir James Douglas and Thomas 
Randolf, to the very gates of York i And, in 
the following yedr, the king ifTued a mandate 
to the colle6tors of his taxes^ £ar exempting 
it and feverai others from payment thereof, 
in confideraticm that they had beeh ruined by 
thofe his enemies and rebels^* On the 29th of 

* MadoK*« Hfftory of* Ac fotofaequer^ J>- j66. 

§ Gale^s Hiilbncal Accbilnt^ llegift« Honor, de RkiimbAd^ 

|>. 1 56. Makland^ Hidoiy cf Scfotland^ i. 491^ Blind Hany, itK 

, his*«Aai«andDeidis of thelllufter and VailzcandCharopiciraShyr 

Wilhani WaHacc Kriycht of Elrinc, *' written about the year 1460^ 

I 
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January, 1673, the town prefented a petiti- 
on to the houfe of Commons relative to the 
amending and maintaining the highways; 
which was referred to a committee*. 

At the general Quarter Seffions of the peace 
for the north, riding, held at Northallerton, 
by adjournment, the 17th of July, 1688, the 
juftices there aflembled addrelied king James, 
to exprefs their joy and gratitude *'for the 

fays that he here fought abloody battle with*'Schyr RawflfRymut^ 
captayne of Malioun," and after lying fome time in expedauoa 
of a vifit from king Edward L burnt Ihe town. 

" Wallace trauounty t on the fecund day, 
*' Fra Zotk thai paffit i^xht in gud aray | 
**North-wefl thai pzOt in battaill buikyt boun, 
** Thar lugeyng tuk bcfyd NortballyrtouttJ^ 



** Than Wallace maid full mony byggyng hayt ; 
*' Thai raflyt fyr, brynt up Nortballartoun^ 
** Agayne throiich Zork-fchyrc bauldly maid thaim boun, 
" Dyftroyed the land, as fer as cvir thai ryde, 
" Sevvyn myle about thai brynt on athir fyde." 
But whatever truths may be related in that work, as this part 
of it is evidently unfounded and ^omanticj it requires no further 
notice. 

. ♦ Commons Journals. 
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great blcfling God Almighty had beflx)wed 
on his facred majefty and the kingdom, by 
the happy birth of his royal highnefs the 
prince of Wales/* They not only congra- 
tulate ' with him, as they fay, for this blefT- 
ing, but pray and wifli for his long life and 
healthy and the increafe of his royal family ; 
that after ages might know and enjoy an 
equality of that peace and plenty ; in which 
they, though his 'wife and juft government, 
(to the envy of their neighbours,) then 
flourifhed*. A few months after the pre- 
fentingof this loyal addrefs, their all perfeft 
fovereign, with his queen and infant fon, 
was compelled to defert his throne and king- 
dom ; when, -no doubt, they welcomed his 
facceflbr v\(ith a profufion of compliments, e- 
qually fulfome, contemptible and unmeaning. 

On the 15th of February, 1697, ^ petition of 
" the ancient borough of Northallerton " was 
prcfented to the Houfe of Commons againft a 

* Gazette. 

I2 
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bill, thtn depending, for making navigable 
the rivers Ayre and Cajder j which was reftr* 
red to a Committee §. 

On the 7th of March, 1698, a Petition of 
the Shoemakers in and about this borough 
\{ras prefentcd to the houfe and read, fetting 
forth that fome attempts had been made to 
export tanned Leather, which, if perniitted, 
would impoverifti and ruin the petitioners, 
and efpecially the dealers in thin work, there 
being perfons buying up great quantities of 
calves (kins to fend beyond fea, fo that the 
petitioners would not be able to fumlfli them* 
felves at any rates to carry on their trades, 
which by the duty on leather was brought 
fo low, that they could fcarce live j and pray* 
ing that the exportation of tanned leather 
might be flopped efFeftually : Which petition 
was ordered to lye on the table*. 

On the 1 6th of January, 1718, a petition of 

§ Coqiinons JounuU * JbJd. 
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the Skinners of this borough was alfo prefent- 
ed and read ; fetting forth, that great abuiet 
were conuaiitted by butchers and others in 
flaying Aieep fkins and lamb iBns, by cutting 
holes therein and gaftiing and fcoring the 
fame, and otherwife ; by reafon of which abu- 
feg fuch ikins were rendered unfit for iervice, 
to the great prejudice of the public, and deal<- 
ers therein } and the revenues were avoided or 
lefTened by the abufes aforefaid ; and praying 
ths^t the f»d abufes might be redreffed : which 
petition was alfo ordered to lye on the table §. 

Onthe5thof October, 1706, her majefty, 
queen Anne, was pleaied to fign a warrant for 
creating the ele£):or of Hanover ( afterwards 
king George I. ) a peer of England, by the ftiic 
and title of baron of Tewkibury, vifcount 
Nortb-AUertm^ earl of Milford-Haven, mar* 
quis and duke of Cambridge, dec, with prece^ 
dence of all the reft of the peers of Great Bri« 
tain*. 

$ Commons Journals, * Colfin's Peerage, 
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In the rebellion 1745, the Englifh army, 
under the command of the Duke of Cumber- 
land, encamped at the Caflle-hills, about a 
quarter of a mile vipril of this town. ^ 

A few years fince, in a field about a quar- 
ter-of a mile north of the town, a large Urn, 
containing an innumerable quantity of fmall 
Roman coins, chiefly of the latter emperors, 
was dug up : The urn was of coarfe blue clay, 
brittle and porous. Tradefmen's Tokens are 
alfo fometimes found here, whofe different in- 
fcriptions and devices fhew them to have been 
the particular coinage of individuals of this 
borough. It appears that from and during 
the reign of queen Elizabeth to that of king 
Charley the fecond, the tradefmen in general, 
that is, all who pleafed, coined fmall money . 
or tokens, for the benefit and convenience of 
trade. This being ftruck for neceffary change, 
the figure and device were various, and the 
materials of lead, tin, copper, or brafs. Eve- 
ry community or tradelman who iffued this 
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tjfeful kind of fpecie, were obliged to take it 
again when brought to them ; and therefore, 
in large towns, where many forts of them 
were current, a tradefraan kept a foiting box, 
into the partitions of which he put the money 
of the refpeftive tradefman, and at proper 
times, when he had a large quantity of one 
perfon's money, he fcnt it to him, and got 
it changed into filver ; and in this manner 
they proceeded till, the year 1672, when king 
Charles II. having ftruck a fufficient quantity 
of half-pence and farthings for the exigences 
of commerce thefe praflices of the tradefmen 
were no longer ufeful or neceffary. 

The Sunday fchool ( an inftitution bet- 
ter calculated to prevent the many evils that 
fpring from ignorance and corruption than 
any thing that has hitherto been devifed ) was 
begun in May, 1787, when upwards of 60 
poor children were entered upon this truly 
laudable eftabliftiment. 

The number of Inhabitants in Northaller- 
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ton, from an exa£t furvey taktn anno 179*, 
amoonted to i960. And to give the reader 
fame idea of the growing popularity of this 
place, we (hall infert the foUowing table ta-> 
ken from the paitih regifters. 

An account of the Births, and Burials in 
Northallerton, from January i, 1730, to Ja- 
nuary the I, 1791. 



YEASS. 


BtRfHS. 


mmMJS. 


From 1730 to 1740 


• 475 


37« 


1740 to 1750 


480 


452 


1750 to 1760 


488 


409' 


1760 to 1770 


547 


462 


177010 1780 


706 


544 


1780 


81 


4<* 


1781 


63 


45 


1782 


79 


A<^ 


1783 


73 


70 
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YEARS. 


BIRTHS. 


BURIAT.S. 


Brought forward 


2992 


2440 


1784 


76 


74 . 


1785 


66 


45 


1786 


65 


33 


J787 


69 


54 


1788 


73. 


48 


1789 


52 


5* 


. 1790 


78 


51 




347' 


2797 



END OF THE HISTORT. 
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A 
DESCRIPTION 

OF THE 

CASTLE-HILLS, 

K E A R 

NORTHALLERrON. 

Written in the year 1746. 

ByMifs A. CROSFIELD. 

Infcribed to Mifs Lambton of BiJdich 



Accept, dear nymph^ the tribute of my 
lays. 
Fair patron of my mufe, and of the theme. 
The theme, my native (hades, the Cajlle-hilh^. 
From whofe afpiring heights amaz'd I view 
Thy beauties, Albion ! thy romantic fcenes. 
Thy future navies, and thy fleecy wealth : 
Stretch'd in the amphitheatre below, 

* So called from the old Caflle mentioned in the foregoing 
Hiiloiy, pageiS. 
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Landfkip on landfkip ftrikes the dazzled eye» 
Floods, villas, golden acres, paftures fair. 
And nodding groves, in fweet confufion lie j 
'Till fdntly (hining from yon diftant hills. 
Thy filver fpires Eboracum arife. 
And Studleyyi^ prefents her magic charms ; 
In bolder colours Richmond lifts her head. 
And Jfies high tower, afpiring to theflcy. 
While clofe behind, the weftem Alps advance. 
Proud that their beacons rous*d their fleepy 

fons. 
And blaz'd fecurity about the ifle. 

Eaftward I turn, and view thy awful heights^ 
Stupendous Hambleton \ thy dreadful wilds. 
Thy gilded cliffs, and blue expanded (ide. 
At once infilling horror and delight : 
The hills beneath, comparatively low. 
Exalt their flowery tops to grace thy triumph ; 
' Till Cot cliff YiSiTi^ confcious of her charms. 
Lifts her embowering head, and nobly fhews 

us,, 
Merit can Ihine, though in the (hade of great- 

nefs. 
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Now laughing Ceres reafluincs the plains. 
And meadows glow with variegated dyes. 
And now NortkallertoHy fo famM of yore, 
Confufcdly Qiews herfelf the fport of time. 
Alas ! how fallen, yon old fewer* proclaims. 
Yon ruined tower, by William* s bounty great. 
Once held the mitred barons of the north : 
Still round the town its ancient glories lye. 
Still Brompton^ once the famous Herbert's^ feat, 
And Romanby^ ennobled by its name. 
Shine its fatellites in fainter brightnefs : 
Still the old Fri€rage\ fhews its bending walls. 
Its fweiling terras, and encircling trench ; 
Arid northward ftretch'd the Scot-pit-Jields ap- 
pear, 
And Standard-hill, fad monuments of war ; 
'Twas there the pride of gallant Scotland fell, 

* The then remains of the old Epifcopal Palace. See the Hif* 
toiy, page i8. 

§ ^ji^re the perfon here meant ; only two of that name beinf 
known deferving fuch an epithet : Edward Lord Herbert of Cher- 
bury, the Hiilorlan and Fhilofopher, and the Rev. George Her- 
bert, author of "The Prieft to the Temple** and other Poems. 

f The remains of the old Monafiery defq-ib^d before, p. 41. 



7^^ A DESCRf PriOK OF ^HB 

And there the HMrlike Prelate calmly brave, 
Smird on fuperior ftiength, and greatly joinM, \ 
The golden mitre with the laurel wreath. ^ 
Fairi would the mufe digrefs and ling the 

man*, 
Who nobly fir*d by this divine example, 
Durft, ev n in times degenerate as thefe. 
Appear the champion of his faith smd country ; 
0\ ! wond'rous excellence ! unfhaken zeal ! 
Wliom power can't bias nor preferment 

change, 
Bat ftop, my mufe— :ftop thy audacious flight ! 
His virtues foai* above the height of praife. 
And fliall with primitive refulgence (hine, 
When nature falls, and death itfelf (hall die. 
Now, loft in thought, I leave the dazzling 
height, 
And feek retirement in the groves below ; 
Sweet (hades ! where oft contemplating I rove. 
And mourn the gilded follies of the world ; 

♦ Doftor Thomas Herring, then Archbifliop of Tork^ and af- 
terwards oiCanterhury. He was remarkably zealous in preaching 
and haranguing againft the rebels, and a-dlually wore regimentals ; 
but it ought to be remembered that he had ^wt or fix thou- 
fand pounds a year at flake. 
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Sweet Ihades ! how ihall I ibg your peac^nl 

charmtii 
CcMnfi, my Maricy thou flialt be my mufe, 
Dear patron of the lovely ifcenes I paint. 
And in thy felf far lovelier than them all : 
Come, my Maria, blefs me with thy goodnefs,. 
Thy prcfence can infpire, when all the nine 
And bright ^lU tunc the lyre in vain : 
How oft, my friend, in thcfe alluring lliades* 
With fair £//««*, lifter of thy merit. 
We fpent whole hours ( too fwiftly fnatcht 

away !) 

In foetal fricndfliip's ever Wooming cbarmff j 
O happy hours ! when three united hearts. 
With gen'rous ardor, plan'd each others peace, 
Sooth'd every care and cheek'd each rifiag 

weaknefs. 
.Come, vayMaria, let us range the plain. 
And triKre the windkig of yon awful tienchf, 

*Mr«. GreenhUU 

§ Thcfe ditches and parapets about the Caftle-Hills arenn- 
queAionably Rmttan woria j but we have no authori^r fi»r beUer* 
ing that ever Potiliiu, the <;elebnM Romn senen^emaw. 
ScdtheiB. 
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Which in its circling arras did once contain 
The burnifti'd conqueror of a yielding world ; 
Upon this plain the Roman Eagle wav'd. 
And here the great Petilius dreadful ftood, 
Wlulc poor Brigantes*^ from their utmoft 

bounds. 
Trembled beneath the horrors of his fword. 
The brave Jgricola^^ whofe wifdom beam'd 
A double luftre on triumphant Rome^ 
Perhaps encamp'd his hardy veterans here. 
When in the daring march they northward 

bent. 
And conquering all before him, drove thy fons. 
Fierce Caledonia! to their inmoft mountains. 
Nor honoured lefs were thefc aufpicious fields. 
When proud with great Britannia s fons they 

(hone. 
And gleam*d deftruftion on the rebel bands|^ 
Here Wade^ with every gen'rous virtue blefs'd, 
Infpir'd humanity and courage round him ; 
Here Wentivortb, great in cabinet and field, 

♦ The Brigantes were the Britlih inhabitants of YorWhire and- 
Lancafcire § Julius Agricola. Sec his Bfe by Tacitus. 
X The EngltbarDAy was encamped at NorthallertoDi in i74(« 
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Affum'd the port of Mars, and Hujke too here. 
With Cbolmley, gallantly difplay'd that fire, 
Which fav'd on Falkirk's field, their fufFering 

country. 
Nor be the foreign chiefs, my mufe, forgot, 
Britain muft always honour a NaJJaUj 
That name alone can ftrike her foes with ter* 

ror. 
Great Swertzenberg muft here command a 

place ; 
Brave heroes ! you convinced a doubting world 
That, even then, the Dutch rewarded virtue. 
Now fmiling peace again illumes the plain. 
And gives a humbler, but a happier fcene : 
Now nibbling flocks and lowing heifers ftray, 
Where late white tents and glittering arms 

were rang'd ; 
The thrufli fucceeds the thunder of the drum, 
The flowers rife blooming from their tramp- 
led beds, 
And lavifh nature pours out all her charms. 

Hail happy Liberty ! Ccleftial maid ! 
Thy influence brightens all our fmiling fcenes, 

L 
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Adds joy to joy and warms the expanded 

bolbm : 
Hail happy liberty ! our nobleft pride ! 
Peace dwells within bur walls, and plente- 

oufnefs 
Proclaims around thy ever gentle fway : 
Long may'ft thou rei^n the guardian of this 

lae! 
.Long warm her future fons to a£ls of great- 

nefs I 
Long may the nations envy Britain's freedom ! 
Thy gift, great Cumberland! be thine 

the praife* 






A Poetical Epijlle 



P K O M 



Mifs A. C R O S F I E L D 



T O 



ALLAN RAMSAY, 



The cehhrated Scotch Paftoral Po(t; 'Lvrltten in the year I75i» 



FAIN wad 1 join the blithfome lay, 
And pou a fprig of ScottiQi bay ; 
For Scotland has fic rowth of wit, 
She weel can fpare a friend a bit. 
Sing then my mufe, in lilting drains. 
The glory of the Britifh plains, 
Wha fra auld Thames^ to filver Spey^ * 
Excells and bears the gree away : 
When on his Forth, as flowery braes,' 
He warbles faft his tuneful lays. 
See ! how the lads and lafles thrang 
To liften to his blithfome fan/j : 
When dorty Bell begins to mane, 

L2 
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So A LETTER TO ALLAN RAMSAY^ - 

What wooer wad na turn agane ? 
Or wha but hings his lugs to hear. 
Of fcornfu Nancy's biting jeer ? 
While f efly Bell and Mary Grey 
Split a* the laddies hearts in twa ; 
And bra Lochs^er warlike fwain, 
Mak's ilka liftning lafs his ain. 
But ah ! wiiat heavenly concert fprings, 
Whene'er the Gentle Shepherd fings. 
The paftoral mufe ower lang miftaiii 
Now fhaws us how flie ought to reign ; 
And bulk'd in nature's fweeteft flowers, 
Fra cowflip glens and hawthorn bowers, 
O er all the glaring tinfil flowers, 
^ Oh Ram/ay ! lang may ye be found 
TfiB ferlie of the nations round ! 
La]ij|. may ye fliine ( alas from far ! ) 
The ijjij^ng Poets northern ftar ! 
And when ye break the mortal chain, 
Afcend to mufic like your ain. 
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